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Academic Vita
Name:  Barry Hankins

Present Position: Professor of History and Graduate Program Director , Baylor University

Address:

1 Bear Place, #97306
Waco, Texas  76798-7308

Phone: 254-710-4667

E-mail: Barry_Hankins@Baylor.edu

Birthdate:  10-27-56

Academic History:

Ph.D., History, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS, 1990.

M.A., Church-State Studies, Baylor University, Waco, TX, 1983.

B.A., Religion, Baylor University, Waco, TX, 1978.

Diploma, Carman High School, Flint MI, 1974.

Academic Experience:

Professor of History and Graduate Program Director, Baylor University, 2005-present.

Associate Professor of History and Church-State Studies, Baylor University, 2001-


2005.

Assistant Professor of History and Church-State Studies, Baylor University, 1999-


2001.

Associate Director, J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-State Studies, and Assistant 


Professor of History, Baylor University, 1996-1999.

Assistant to Associate Professor of History, Louisiana College, 1990-1996.

Authored Books: 

Jesus and Gin: Evangelicals, the Roaring Twenties, and Today’s Culture Wars.  New York: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2010.

Francis Schaeffer and the Shaping of Evangelical America. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 

2008.

American Evangelicals: A Contemporary History of a Mainstream Religious Movement. 


Lanham, Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield, 2008.

The Second Great Awakening and the Transcendentalists. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 

2004.

Uneasy in Babylon: Southern Baptist Conservatives and American Culture.  Tuscaloosa: The 

University of Alabama Press, 2002.
God's Rascal: J. Frank Norris and the Beginnings of Southern Fundamentalism.  Lexington: 

University Press of Kentucky, 1996.

Books in Progress:

with Thomas Kidd, Baptist in America: A Narrative History. forthcoming, Oxford 


University Press, 2015.
Woodrow Wilson: A Spiritual Life. Part of Spiritual Lives Biography Series, under contract with 


Oxford University Press. 

Edited Books:
Barry Hankins. Fundamentalism and Evangelicalism: A Documentary Reader. New York: New 


York University Press, 2008.

Barry Hankins and Donald Schmeltekopf, eds. The Baylor Project: Can a Protestant University 

Be a First-Class Research Institution and Preserve Its Soul?. Notre Dame, Indiana: St.  


Augustine’s Press, 2007.
Derek Davis and Barry Hankins, eds. New Religious Movements and Religious Liberty, 2nd ed.  

Waco, Texas: Baylor University Press, 2003.

Derek Davis and Barry Hankins, eds. Welfare Reform and Faith-Based Organizations. Waco, 

Texas: J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-State Studies, 1999.

Selected Scholarly Articles:

“The (Worst) Year of the Evangelical:  1926 and the Demise of American 


Fundamentalism,”(2010 Presidential address, Conference on Faith and History)  Fides et 
Historia, Winter/Spring 2011.
“The Rule of Decorum: How Sex and Religion Became Public Issues in America,” Criswell 



Theological Review, 6:1 (Fall 2008): 3-22. 
“’I’m Just Making a Point,’: Francis Schaeffer and the Irony of Faithful Christian 

Scholarship,” Fides et Historia, 39:1 (Winter/Spring 2007): 15-34.
“And the Answer is, ‘Yes’” (Essay response to articles reviewing my book Uneasy in 


Babylon: Southern Baptist Conservatives and American Culture), The Southern 

Baptist Journal of Theology, 7 (Spring 2003), 50-61.
“’How Ya Goin To Keep Em Down on the Farm?’: Southern Baptist Conservatives as Neo-

Evangelicals,” Mid-America: An Historical Review, 82 (Fall 2000).

 “Principle, Perception, and Position: Why Southern Baptist Conservatives Differ From 

Moderates on Church-State Issues.” Journal of Church and State, 40 (Spring 1998): 343-

70.

 “History is Written by the Losers: A Case Study in Historiography and Religious Conflict,” 

Fides et Historia 29 (Fall 1997): 50-65.

 “Southern Baptists and Northern Evangelicals: Cultural Factors and the Nature of Religious 

Alliances.” Religion and American Culture: A Journal of Interpretation, 7 (Summer 

1997): 271-97.

"The Strange Career of J. Frank Norris: Or, Can a Baptist-Democrat be a Fundamentalist-

Republican." Church History, 61 (September 1992): 373-92.

"The Fundamentalist Style in American Politics: J. Frank Norris and Presidential Elections, 

1928-1952." (winner of Torbet prize, American Baptist Historical Society) American 

Baptist Quarterly, 11 (March 1992): 76-95.
Book Chapters:
“Southern Baptists and the  F-Word:  A Historiography of the SBC Controversy and What It 


Might Mean,” in Keith Harper, ed. Through a Glass Darkly: Contested Notions of Baptist 


Identity. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2012.

“ ‘We’re All Evangelicals Now’: The Existential and Backward Historiography of Twentieth-


Century Evangelicalism,” in Keith Harper, ed. American Denominational History: 


Perspectives on the Past, Prospects for the Future. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama 


Press, 2008.

Selected Popular Articles:
“Liberty, Conscience, and Autonomy: How the Culture War of the Roaring Twenties Set the 


Stage for Today’s Catholic-Evangelical Alliance,” Touchstone: A Journal of Mere 


Christianity, November/December 2011, pp. 42-48.
“Civil Religion and America’s Inclusive Faith,” Liberty, January/February 2004, 11-15 & 20-22.

 “Lonesome Blues: The Consolations of the Frontier,” review essay, Books and Culture, 

September/October 2003, 10.
Editorials Related to Scholarly Work:
“The New Yorker and Evangelicalism,” American Spectator (online), August 15, 2011.

w/ Thomas Kidd, “Southern Baptists Cleanse Past,” USA Today (print), June 24, 2012, 

Academic and Scholarly Awards:

2009 John Pollock Award for Christian Biography for Francis Schaeffer and the Shaping of 


Evangelical America.

2004 Outstanding Academic Title citation by Choice magazine for Uneasy in Babylon: Southern 


Baptist Conservatives and American Culture.

Texas Baptist Historical Society, Church History Prize (for best book on a Texas Baptist), 1997.

Robert G. Torbet Essay Prize, American Baptist Historical Society, Valley Forge, PA, 1991.

Anne Stewart Higham Prize for best graduate student in history at Kansas State University, 


1985.

First Place, Competition for graduate research papers, Kansas History Teachers Association, 


1984.

Plenary Addresses:

“The (Worst) Year of the Evangelical:  1926 and the Demise of American 


Fundamentalism,” 2010 Presidential address, Conference on Faith and History  


October 8, 2010, George Fox University, Newberg, Oregon.
“ ‘I’m Just Making a Point’: Francis Schaeffer and the Irony of Faithful Christian Scholarship,” 

Conference on Faith and History, September 21, 2006.

“Leave America:  Francis Schaeffer and the Art of Evangelical Engagement with Culture,” 

Evangelical Theological Society Annual Meeting, November 14, 2006.

Plenary Addresses and Presentations at Non-Professional Meetings:
Presenter, Religious Liberty in Conflict, Seventh-day Adventist Conference, Williamsburg, 

Virginia, August 25-28, 2003.

Co-Instructor with Ron Flowers, Texas Christian University, First Amendment Institute, Dallas, 

Texas, June 21-22, 2002.

Co-Instructor with Catharine Cookson, Virginia Wesleyan University, First Amendment 

Institute, Houston, Texas, June 2001.

“Principle, Perception, and Position: Why Southern Baptist Conservatives Differ from 

Moderates on Church-State Issues,” Faithful Freedom: Religious Liberty in the New 

Millennium, Texas Christian Life Commission, February 13, 2001.

“Culture War is Hell: Pluralism, Diversity, and Tolerance in 20th-Century America,” National 

Conversation Series, National Endowment for the Humanities, Alexandria, LA, 

September 1995.

Dissertation Advisor (completed):
Martin Lyndon McMahone, “Libety More Than Separation: The Multiple Streams of 



Baptist Thought on Church-State Issues, 1830-1900, Ph.D. diss., Baylor 


University, 2001.

Christopher L. Canipe, “A Captive Church in the Land of the Free: E.Y. Mullins, 


Walter Rauschenbusch, George Truett, and the Rise of Baptist Democracy, 1900-


1925,” Ph.D. diss., Baylor University, 2004.

Dean Davenport, “Patriarchy and Politics in the Thought of Sir Robert 


Filmer and Robert Lewis Dabney,” Ph.D. diss., Baylor University, 2006.

Marshall Johnston, “Bombast and Blasphemy: The Apocalyptic Realism 

of William Stringfellow and a Critique of American Exceptionalism,” Ph.D. 

diss., Baylor University, 2007.
Hunter Baker, “The Questionable Value of Secularism as a Solution to the Theo-


Political Problem,” Ph.D. diss., Baylor University, 2007.

Beck, Albert, “Frank E. Gabelein and American Fundamentalism,” Ph.D. diss., 


Baylor University, 2008.
Daniel Karppi, “Religious Colleges and the Coming of the Civil War in Texas, 1830-

1860,” Ph.D. diss., Baylor University, 2008.

John Basie,“Citizen-Formation, the Common Good, and American Higher Education during the 

Fundamentalist-Modernist Controversy, 1880-1930,” Ph.D. diss., Baylor University, 


2010.

Robert Smith,“Pursuing Justice: American Jewish, Palestinian, and Mainline Protestant 

Responses to Evangelical Christian Zionism,” Ph.D. diss., Baylor University, 2010.
