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Assistant Professor of Theology






Graduate faculty (2014-present)

Education


2006-2011

Duke University, Ph.D. in Religion (Christian Theological Studies)

Advisor: Stanley Hauerwas


2004-2006
University of Chicago Divinity School, M.A. in Religion (Theology)





Advisor: Kathryn Tanner


1998-2002

Harvard University, A.B. in Comparative Study of Religion







Concentrations in Religion and the Modern West, Christian Theology
Publications
Books


2014
Beauty: A Theological Engagement with Gregory of Nyssa (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books).

 



Reviewed: Boersma, Modern Theology (October 2015)




forthcoming symposium on Syndicate Theology

revising

Image and Presence: A Christological Reflection on Iconoclasm and Iconophilia

researching
Theology, Women, and Children: A Theological Anthropology
Peer-reviewed articles

forthcoming
“Image Anxiety, Image Love: Christianity’s Ambivalent Platonic Heritage.” Religions. Special issue on Platonism and Christianity.

forthcoming
“Embracing Beauty in World of Affliction.” Republics of Letters: A Journal for the Study of Knowledge, Politics, and the Arts.

forthcoming
“‘That Cross’s Children Which Our Crosses Are’: Imitatio Christi, Imitatio Crucis.” Scottish Journal of Theology. January 2016.

forthcoming
“Receiving the Fragments of Balthasar: Critique and Community in Christian Theology.” Pro Ecclesia. October 2015.

2015
“We in Our Turmoil: Theological Anthropology Through Maria Montessori and the Lives of Children.” Journal of Religion 95.3 (July 2015): 318-336.

2014
“A Reconsideration of Religious Authority in Christian Theology,” The Heythrop Journal 55.3 (May 2014): 467-480.


2013
“Prelude to a Theology of Iconoclasm: Making, Breaking, Loving, and Hating Images.” LOGOS: A Journal of Catholic Thought and Culture 16.2 (Spring 2013): 15-32. (lead article).

2013

“Possession and Dispossession: Wittgenstein, Cavell, and Gregory of Nyssa for Life



 Amidst Skepticism.” Modern Theology 29.1 (January 2013): 104-123.

2012
“The Mysteries of Our Existence: Estrangement and Theatricality.” Modern Theology 28.3 (July 2012): 402-22. 


Book reviews


forthcoming
Review of Rowan Greer, One Path for All: Gregory of Nyssa on the Christian Life and Human Destiny. Modern Theology.

forthcoming
Review of James Noyes, The Politics of Iconoclasm: Religion, Violence, and the Culture of Image-Breaking in Christianity and Islam. Journal of Church and State.
Non-peer-reviewed

2015
“Presence, Presentness, and Grace: Reflections on Art and Theology with Michael Fried and Marina Abramovic.” Transpositions: Theology, Imagination and the Arts. http://www.transpositions.co.uk

2013
“Two Kinds of Charity,” co-authored with Jonathan Tran. Christian Ethics Today 21.1 (Winter 2013): 6-12. 

Academic Presentations

2016
“Beauty, Poverty, Christ.” Symposium on Beauty and Form. Northwestern University. January 27.

2015
“Habituation and the Mystery of Childhood.” American Academy of Religion. Atlanta, GA. November 24.

2014
“Coming Again in Glory: Christ the Iconocrat?”  University of Edinburgh Theology and Ethics Research Seminar. Edinburgh, United Kingdom. November 26.

2014
“Captivating Images, Liberating Images: Iconoclastic Iconophilia in Poussin’s Golden Calf.” University of Glasgow. Literature, Theology and the Arts Seminar. Glasgow, United Kingdom. November 5.
2014
“At the Golden Calf and Sinai: Images and Divine Arrival.” Institute for Theology,



Imagination, and the Arts. University of St. Andrews. St. Andrews, United Kingdom.


October 17.


2014
“Rose Again. Breaking the Great Silence: An Iconoclasm of Invisibility.” Wissenschaftskolleg. Berlin, Germany. July 15.

2014
“Resurrection Silence and Hypostatic Likeness.” Society for the Study of Theology.



University of Durham. Durham, United Kingdom. April 2.

2013
“The Language of Gift and the Language of Football.” Interdepartmental Colloquium on Ethics for Baylor Religion Department and Truett Seminary. Respondent to John White, “Body as Gift vs. Task in Sports: What Difference Does a Theology of the Body Make?” Waco, TX. November 11.

2012
“A Reconsideration of Religious Authority in Christian Theology,” American Academy of


 Religion, annual meeting, Christian Systematic Theology section. San Francisco, CA.


November 19.

2011
“9/11, Ten Years Later.” Presentation for the Religion Club at Baylor University. Waco,


TX. September 12.

2010
“Aesthetics, Aisthesis, and Brillo Boxes: Toward a Non-Reductive Understanding of

Perception,” Max and Iris Stern Symposium 4: Art + Religion. Musée d’art Contemporain de Montréal and Concordia University. Montreal, Canada. April 17.


2009
“A Body Like Christ’s and Eyes Like God’s: The Role of Aisthesis and Phantasia in



Constructing a Christian Mimesis in Vita Antonii,” American Academy of Religion, annual


meeting. Neo-Platonism section. Montreal, Canada. November 9.

2009
“Augustine on the Simulacra of Virtue.” Invited guest lecturer for “Happiness, Virtue, and 



the Life of Friendship” at Duke University. Durham, NC. February 5.


2008
“Care for the Self and Nekrosis of the Body: Desire and Loss in Gregory of Nyssa’s

 De Virginitate.” Archbishop Iakovos Conference in Patristic Studies. Boston, MA. April 17-19.


2008
“Learning to Desire: A Suggestion for Reading Gregory of Nyssa’s De Virginitate.” 




Theology and Ethics Colloquium at Duke University. Durham, NC. February 6.


2003
“Sarah Coakley on the Trinity and Prayer.” Guest lecturer at New York Theological Seminary. New York, NY. November 3.


2002
“A Feminist’s Take on John Stuart Mill and Immanuel Kant.” Guest lecturer at Fordham



University. New York, NY. October 14.

Honors and Fellowships


Selected Participant


2013-2014
 “Scenes from the History of the Image: Reading Two Millennia of Conflict,” interdisciplinary summer workshops sponsored by Some Institutes for Advanced Study at the National Humanities Center, Research Triangle Park, NC (July 29- August 9, 2013); and by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and the Wissenschafskolleg zu Berlin (July 13-26, 2014).



2013-2014
“Theology and Time,” three-part seminar convened by Stanley Hauerwas and sponsored by the Issachar Fund Initiative (November 3-5, 2013; March 16-18, 2014; and June 7-10, 2014).


2013
“The Atonement,” seminar sponsored by the Center for Philosophy of Religion at the University of Notre Dame.



2009-2010
Dissertation Working Group, sponsored by the Franklin Humanities Institute.

Fellowships


2017

Spring Research Leave, Baylor University



2015-16
Sabbatical Grant, Louisville Institute



2012, 2013
Summer Sabbatical Fellowship, Baylor University



2009

Graduate Summer Fellowship, Duke Graduate School of Arts and Sciences



2006-2011
Graduate Student Fellowship, Duke Graduate School of Arts and Sciences



2004-2006
Full Scholarship, University of Chicago Divinity Scool

Other awards



2002

Phi Beta Kappa



1998-2002
John Harvard Scholarship, Harvard University



1998-2002
Elizabeth Cary Agassiz Scholarship, Harvard University



1999

Detur Award for first-year performance, Harvard University

Teaching Experience

Baylor University

Religion 1350: Our Christian Heritage


Religion 3351: Introduction to Theology


Religion 4300: Images and Idols


Religion 4300: Salvation


Religion 4300: Theological Language, Theological Silence

Religion 5363: Christology 

Duke University

Religion 20: The Divine, the Devilish, and the Disinterested: Beauty in the Western Tradition


Writing 20: Interpreting Beauty: Three Aesthetic Traditions (Plato, Kant, and Nietzsche)

Duke Summer Course of Study (non-degree program for rural Methodist pastors)


Course of Study 212: Early and Medieval Christianity (in North Carolina)


Curso de Estudios 512: Teología Contemporanea (in El Salvador)

Service

National Boards and Editorial Committees


2014-
Christian Systematic Theology Steering Committee, American Academy of Religion


2014-15
Baylor University Press



2014-

Journal of Family & Community Ministries

Baylor Committees


2012-15
Women’s Colloquium Convener



2015-

Gender Studies Advisory Council



2015-

Faculty Fellow, Honors Residential College



2015-

Faculty Partner, Collins Residential Hall



2014

Baylor in St. Andrews Director (fall)

Peer review

Routledge, Rowman & Littlefield, Journal of Family & Community Ministries, Curriculum Inquiry, Oxford University Press, Pro Ecclesia

Dissertation Defense Committee



Daniel Marrs (2015)



David Wilmington (2015)



Rick Brumback (2014)


Undergraduate Thesis Advising



Thomas McGraw (2015)



Krystal Pothier (2014)


Thesis Defense Committee



Elizabeth Travers, M.A (2015)



Jake Surges, B.A. (2015)


Emily Edmondson, B.A.  (2014)



Lauren Rivers, B.A.  (2013)
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